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Uniformitarianism! In spite of what you might believe this is
not some crazy religion on the Simpsons. It is actually one of _
the great assumptions of science. Basically a man by the ‘
name of James Hutton who lived in the 1700’°s came up with |

a hypothesis. The principle he proposed was that the present I STANDING IN AWE
is the key to the past. The idea is that the processes we see at i 08 Dr. Christian Mohr 6
work today occurred the same way yesterday. This is the
general assumption of modern geology for example.

Now every geologist will admit that things have not always
operated at the same rates as today. They would state that ISSUE 3, VOLUME 7

there were more volcanoes and they were more active in the
past. And yet the general principle is true.

For more information about True

But do you see the weakness of this assumption? There of North’s upcoming events, past
course is a great deal to be said for uniformitarianism and Compass issues, or Christian U Bible
applying this concept can prove very useful. And yet there is Study materials, visit us at:
a blaring weakness that cannot be overlooked. Quite simply
this principle cannot account for an intelligent Creator who http://www.truenorthwels.org/
would be active in his creation. Twincities

Continued on page 7
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Saturday, April 4™

CHRISTIAN U

Christian U is about growing, learning and living your faith.
It’s an opportunity for you to grow in grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus.
Take the time for the most important higher education you will ever get.

One Saturday a month during the school year.

1lam-1pm

Course 3: “The God you can touch.”

When we say "God" we may be tempted to think of someone far away, removed,
remote and perhaps unreachable. But that is not who the Lord is. He is the God
who went to great lengths so we could know him. We do not worship a God who

is far away but the God who is near.

E-mail or Call to register. Find past courses and all materials online at

WWW. TRUENORTHWELS.ORG

Education for Life

Christian U is a new and
exciting Bible study offered at True
North. Christian U is an opportunity
for students to take a break from
studying for their classes and
instead, study the Word of God in-
depth. It is an ideal Bible study for
students because it takes place only
once a month on a Saturday, and
lunch is provided during the study
(Free food is always a great
incentive for college students.).

Christian U, however,
extends beyond just the one
gathering a month. At each session,
extra materials are handed out that
the participants can go through on
their own time. This allows the
participants to set their own private
time aside to meditate on the Word
of God.

The first course of Christian
U focused on the relationship God
had with the Israelites. In “It’s All
A Love Story” Pastor Johnson
talked about the promise God made
to his people, the adultery God’s
followers committed, the
forgiveness of God, and the final
wedding feast all believers have to
look forward to celebrating. True
North was nearly full of people all
eager to take a deeper look into the
history of God’s relationship with
His followers. There was even one
participant who joined us via
webcam all the way from Canada!

For those who are not able to
make a course, all the materials are
posted online at the True North
website. Audio records are there to
download, and to get the full

By Jeremy Schumacker

experience of Christian U, a full
video of “It’s All A Love
Story” is also online.

The second course
focused on the difficulties of
being a Christian. “The
Challenge of Following God”
centered on some of the major
difficulties God’s disciples
faced during Biblical times, and
how modern Christians can
follow God through tough times
in a secular world.

Course 3 is coming up
soon, but even if you can’t be
here in person, the talk and
materials are all available
online. Check it out!
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Fellowship in Faith is a new section of The . . . _ >
Compass dedicated to uniting WELS FellOWShlp m Falth o N SRy
Campus Ministries around the country . .
based on the common faith we share. Frozen Fllm Festlval

By Rachel Hein

Pictured here are some of the True North
WELS Campus Ministry members from
Winona, MN at their Mardi Gras murder
mystery event.
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From True North WELS Campus Ministry
in Winona, Minnesota

Each year Winona State University hosts a film
festival during a weekend in January. It's a chance for
members of the community, as well as students and
faculty, to come to campus and watch various films
made and produced by local people. These films are
thought provoking and range from short action and
adventure films to films dealing with the major issues of
today, such as violence in Darfur. The films encourage
people to take action on social issues and view the world
from a global perspective. This year they decided to try
something new and added a buffet to the festival, and
that’s where True North WELS Campus Ministry comes
into the picture. They were looking for volunteers to
help serve the food, so we jumped at the chance.

We arrived at the science lab center on campus at
about 4:30 p.m. on Friday, January 23, 2009, to help Chef
Paul Seaman set up the food. There were two lines of
food and nine volunteers from our campus ministry. We
took tickets and served the food to the guests for about
three hours. It was a great organic buffet of beef, roasted
root vegetables, vegan cassoulet, and homemade warm
apple cobbler.

This was a great opportunity for us to get our
name out on campus and to the community. We weren’t
afraid to tell people that we were from True North
WELS campus ministry connected to St. Matthews
Lutheran Church in Winona. Even though the organizers
did not get as many people as they had planned, we
were happy to share with the hundred people that came
who we were and what we were all about. We received a
small stipend for the work that we did. We plan on
using that money to help fund our way to the National
Campus Ministry Rally held May 18-21 in Eau Claire, WI
this year.

Rachel Hein is from La Crosse, WI and is a member of
Grace Lutheran Church. She is a senior nursing major who
will graduate in December.
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A Thought on campus...

Pastor Joe Johnson

Dear god,

We wanted to let you know that we are no longer in need of your services.
I’'m sure in the past our more primitive ancestors needed your comfort in a
scary world. They didn’t know about the hydrological cycle or basic geology
or biology. They thought earthquakes were caused by you and sickness caused
by the spirits. And in such a hard world where there was war, high child
mortality and a constant struggle to survive—heaven knows it would have been
nice to have you on our side. But we have moved on.

We are ready to be on our own and just to let you know there are no hard
feelings—we won’t blame you for all the wars you created, the stifling of
science, the sexism and the general mess of the world. That’s all in the past
and if we bring it up now and then—well how can you blame us? But we have
come a long way and now we are moving forward and don’t need you hanging
around anymore.

We have realized that you took credit for a lot of things you didn’t do. You
didn’t create us special—we’re just animals, no more, no less. Life isn’t your
gift, it just happened. In fact because of our great knowledge we’ve realized
that you are irrelevant in our world. We have decoded our DNA, a wonderful
example of evolution in action, and are already taking the first steps that will
allow us to re-make ourselves—not in your image but as we see fit. As we
progress we will be able to decide not only how many children we have, but
also what they look like and how smart they are. And this is just the beginning.
We are stepping into space. So I’m afraid we’ll have to give you advance
notice that the ‘heavens’ so long your abode—well, you’ll have to get out of
the way. We’re coming.

And Jesus, (if you’re the real god) we must say we’ve all liked your talk
about love and are sure you were a good sort. But we have to say that Darwin
is our guy. We’re not being anti-Semitic you understand—our group is very
tolerant and open minded, it’s just that Darwin is great. He has freed us from
superstition and science cannot live without him. So we’re all very sorry about
that death on a cross and we would have protested in front of Pilate’s palace
over it—but it just doesn’t matter anymore.

So thanks for the cathedrals and some of the art and Christmas of course
(although to be fair that was all us too wasn’t it) but we’ve got work to do and a
world to save. Please don’t get in the way and please don’t respond—our
relationship with you is over. No hard feelings!

Sincerely,
Higher Education
To the children of men:

What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits his
soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of Man is
going to come in his Father’s glory with his angels, and then he will reward
each person according to what he has done...Look, I am coming soon! My
reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done. 1
am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the
End. (Matthew 16:26-27/Revelation 22:12-13)

Eternally,
Jesus

April 2009

UPCOMING
EVENTS

April 1s-Wednesday Night
Lenten Service
5:30-Soup Supper
6:30-Worship

April 4th-Christian U Bible
Study: Course 3
April 7th-  Movie Night:
End of the Spear
April 9t-Maundy Thursday
5:30-Christian Passover

Celebration with worship,
meal, and fellowship.

April 10t-Good Friday
noon-devotional service

April 12t - Easter Sunday
9:30am Brunch
11:00am Celebration Service

April 18th-Love in Action A
Service Saturday

May 10t - Outdoor Service &
Picnic @ Van Cleve Park

God’s Blessing to all 2009
graduates!

May 18%-20t-WELS Campus
Ministry Retreat

May 24th —No Worship
Summer Schedule T.B.A.

Join us every Sunday for
9:45am Bible Study
11:00am Worship
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I'm back at college again,
minus the deadlines of papers
and projects. Pretty neat deal, if
I do say so myself. It's
interesting, though, I told
myself that once I was done
with college I didn’t want to see
another lecture hall in the near
or far future. Ialso never
thought that I would live in
China for several years doing
mission work. Good thing I'm
not the one in the driver seat
even though I often put up a
fight over the wheel.

God takes us and molds
us into who he created us to be,
sometimes (often times) despite
our own efforts. I remember
Pastor Joe Johnson from True
North WELS Campus Ministry
at the University of Minnesota
buzzing me down from my
dorm room in Frontier Hall as a
college freshman. Iremember it
was a cold night, and I also later
remember wondering why this
guy cared enough about my
soul to give up his nights
canvassing neighborhoods. 1
had my plans as to what I
wanted to be, what I wanted to
do, when I wanted to get
married, and I thought God’s
role was to make my plan run
smoothly and then I'd just take
the credit for it when it all
worked out. Of course I didn’t
think it would turn out this way

at the time. Campus ministry
slowly became my favorite place
to hang out. God did a lot of
pruning and trimming and
shaping while I was there. I
learned that he was working in
my life each and every day, and
I started to see how Calvary
absolutely changed everything;
even my plans. If I wanted to
get something done and done
right, God was who I needed to
call upon.

I was offered a chance to
do mission work in China right
before I graduated. Ithought,
“no way.” (I obviously still
needed help with this whole,
“letting God do the planning”
thing.) Graciously, God changed
my heart and the next year I
signed up for what I thought
would be only a year. Istayed in
China three years and couldn’t
believe God had planned such a
beautiful experience for me. I
was starting to see how
following God’s will brought
about amazing life experiences.
He brought me back home to
Wisconsin to marry my
kindergarten sweetie. Not long
after I was home I received a call
from Pastor Bill Limmer of
Milwaukee Campus Ministries.
He asked if I would like to help
out as the student outreach
coordinator for the ministry. As
I'looked back a few years, I saw

From Campus Ministry to China and Back Again

how God had prepped and
prepared me for this exact
position. Knowing campus
ministry was dear to my
heart and crucial to what
had unfolded in my life, I
was honored to take the
position. American college
life has lots to offer- a
crossroad for many lives. I
see myself as a young
college student in a lot of the
hearts that I get to meet in
Milwaukee. I see the same
struggles and temptations
that I faced and continue to
face. I am overwhelmed
how God takes these
mistakes and struggles that I
had and helps me serve
others. It's so important for
us as God’s children, no
matter where we are in life,
to let him do the leading.
Even the atheist college
professor can’t get in the
way of that. Walk by faith,
not by sight.

Abby Floyd Rose graduated from
the University of Minnesota in
2003 and worked with Friends of
China from 2003-2007. Currently
she serves as the outreach
coordinator for the Milwaukee
Campus Ministries.
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Ahhhh....Spring break at last! A
great time to relax the body and
mind, catch up on things, and
enjoy the rare burst of warm
weather in Minnesota. No, I am
not a student, but rather a teacher,
lecturer, researcher and the
somewhat unusual combination of
Assistant Professor of
Microbiology and yes, WELS
Lutheran. Every year I am Dr.
Mohr to close to 500 graduate and
undergraduate students and I have
the responsibility and opportunity
to teach them all I can about
microorganisms. For the
unfamiliar, Microbiology is the
study of organisms too small to be
clearly seen by the unaided eye,
and includes viruses, fungi,
protozoa, algae, and my personal
favorites — the bacteria. My own
fascination with bacteria began as
a college student (a great time in
my life by the way) and continued
through graduate school,
postdoctorate studies and, for the
past ten years, research and

teaching here at the U of M. 1
enjoy learning about microbes and
sharing my knowledge and
excitement about the microbial
world.

I also have a small research
laboratory, where we study the
bacterium Burkholderia
cenocepacia, an important
respiratory pathogen that infects the
lungs of children with the disease
Cystic Fibrosis. Through our
studies we ask a lot of questions,
and then we try different ways to
answer them - by formulating and
testing hypotheses, performing
experiments, making observations
and collecting data. While research
can be frustrating and progress
slow, we continue to learn along
the way, and are motivated by new
discoveries and the hope that our
work may one day lead to new
therapies and treatments.

As a Christian, I also strive
to discover things about the world,
myself, and God. I have found
answers through God’s word - The

STANDING IN AWE: Marveling at God’s Creation
Another Side of the Classroom

By Dr. Christian Mohr

Bible. Through worship, study,
and the strength and support of
fellow believers, I have grown in
my own walk of faith. I also seek
fellowship with God through
prayer (a lot) and through my
faith have found comfort and
peace. These gifts in turn
motivate me, to reach out and try
to help others. I don’t have all the
answers, and certainly make my
share of mistakes (thankfully
they’re forgiven) but I continue
along the way - learning and
discovering.

Dr. Christian
Mohr has been a
microbiology
lecturer and
researcher at the
University of
Minnesota for
10 years

For a WELS Campus Ministry near you:

Contact Karen Marshall at 414-256-3279 or
e-mail her at Karen.Marshall@sab.wels.net

Or Access the church locator at
WWW WELSNET

Kari Baltutis makes jewelry at Tasty Topic Tuesday
with the help of Lisa Groehler of Circular Creations.
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Continued from page 1
Uniformitarianism By Pastor Joe Johnson

Take a “Newton’s Cradle.” (see picture) If you found it
moving you could measure its speed and energy loss and
work backwards to estimate when it started. You may
also work out the numbers to determine how long the
system would run before the energy would be used up.
But none of those mathematic calculations would predict
my hand reaching into the system and stopping it
immediately or account for me giving it more of a push in either past or
future. Uniformitarianism is a useful assumption but it cannot account for
the Lord’s hand.

“But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a

woman, born under law, to redeem those under law, that we might 2 0 O 9

receive the full rights of sons.” Galatians 4:4-5

About 2,000 years ago God not only reached into the world he made but N at I O n a I

entered it as one of us. No experiment would have predicted such an T
amazing event. Now it was not the first time God ever did something in our C am p us M Inist
world (See Genesis 1, 3, 6, 11) but it was the greatest! He walked in the dust

of our planet and things didn’t work the way they always used to! The R e t r e at
cripples walked, the deaf heard and even death itself “went backwards.” The
wind and waves were obedient to his will and the water supported his very
feet because the creation recognized the voice of her Creator. May 18th-20th, 2009
What is so sad is that while creation may have recognized her creator, Eau Clalre/ WI

humanity did not. And yet for that very reason Jesus came. He came to win
those who rejected him, to save those who disobeyed him, to die for those

who hated him. He got involved in this world so that mankind would know For Information and

his love and mercy and grace. No formula could have given us this Registration details visit
information, no theory or hypothesis could have told us of God’s heart—he

had to show it to us in his life, on the cross and in his death. And just to

shake things up—that didn’t work like we expected either! He did what no LAIARAG S DB I IN] RIS
one else has been able to do—he rose from the dead just to demonstrate the RALLY.COM

defeat of death!

So where does it all leave us? Well, keep doing your research and learning
all you can about the universe God created. But always remember the
assumptions built into science; their strengths and their weaknesses. And
more than anything else—Ilet your research lead you to praise the God who
not only designed and wrote the laws of the universe, but is also above and
beyond them!

Registration Closes
April! Sign up toda

“They will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty, and I will
meditate on your wonderful works. They will tell of the power of your
awesome works, and I will proclaim your great deeds.” Psalm 145:5-6
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LIFE MATTERS.

*1 have come

that they
may have life

and have
itabundantly.”

- Jasus

1 HAVE A PURPOSE!

In one archeology magazine they give the reader a picture
of an object and then ask what it is. The challenge is to look at
the object and discern its purpose. What did the people of long
ago make it for? Why was it made?

Have you ever looked in the mirror and asked the same
question? What am | here for? WhatOs the purpose of my
life? Is it merely to reproduce and die? Is it to get an
education and make lots of money while | can? Is it to be
famous or to get married? Why am | here?

This is what Jesus is all about. Jesus speaks not to
establish a religion or to gain political power and control. [tOs
not about money and church buildings and regulations. Jesus
came so that you and | would know the deep purpose of
human life. And when we know our Creator and his purposeN
life becomes truly full.

Jesus saidOl have come that they may have life, and
have it to the fullO

True North gives permission to re-use our articles in additional church publications.

E-mail Valerie Johnson at coordinator@truenorthwels.org if you would like the electronic version of these articles.
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