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This March I was in a group of five students from True 
North who got a chance to participate in an awesome 
Spring Break trip. We took part in the Travel Canvass 
Witness (TCW) program. WELS Kingdom Workers 
sponsored our trip to help Lord of Life Lutheran Church in 
Houston, Texas. Nikki (Pierre) Hill, a True North alumnus, 
had requested that a TCW team from True North come 
down to Lord of Life to help with outreach and adverti se 
for a Bible study that the congregation was trying to start in 
an area with many new homes. 

A Place to Start 
3 

Tired of acne, bullies and being stuck in the backseat? How 
about the stress of planning that wedding? Or are you  sick of 
realtors and packing and just want to be settled in that new 
home? Don't wait, act now! Using our state-of-the-art 
technology, you can skip those nasty transitions and arrive at 
your destination without the work,  without the wait. 
Guaranteed! 

A Red Carpet Event! 
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Peter Reese 
and Mark 
Zondag, 
along with 
other band 
members, 
played for 
the outdoor 
service this 
May. 
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opportunities I was given to be involved at True 
North including working on ÒThe Compass.Ó Much 
of my future still remains somewhat of a mystery , 
which only makes the truth of Proverbs 3:5 ring ever  

more clear. 
Congratulations to all this 
yearÕs graduates and GodÕs 
blessings on whichever path 
He may lead you.  

 

A Farewell   
By Hi larie Johnson 

For most college graduates, commencement 
marks a time when learning is now a self- 
motivated, active part of life. We are now  
responsible for teaching ourselves lifeÕs 
 lessons rather than simply being on the  
passive, receiving end of our education.  
This applies to Christian graduates as well. For 12 years I 
attended Christian day school and was on the receiving 
end of a Christian education.  My experience at True 
North has served as training wheels for my transition 
now into a more typical  church where I am expected to 
be an active member of ChristÕs family.  Just as Martin 
Luther College and others prepare our called workers for 
service, I am thankful for the role campus ministry has 
played in preparing me for lay service in His church, 
wh erever that church may be.  I am thankful for the 

Proverbs 3:5 ÒTrust in the Lord 
with all your heart and lean not on 

your own understanding.Ó 

 

Hilarie Johnson graduated 
with a degree in Biology, 
Society, and the Environment 
this May. She is moving to 
San Diego, CA in July, 2009. 

Sounds good, aye? If such a thing were possible, I'd 
probably be first in line. Things would be so much 
easier if I could just press a button and instantly evolve 
into a spouse or a parent or the president. And to heck 
with struggling and waiting. But as I oft en forget, 
those in-between times can be the most important of 
all. 
Our lives are packed with transitions. Learning to 
walk, hunting for that first job, adjusting to a family 
member's death, relocating. Currently, I'm in a period 
of transition, preparing t o move back to Japan and 
begin a new adventure in Tokyo. Basically, I've got 
thumb -twiddling time. Often I find myself doing 
productive activities like shooting zombies and 
evading maniacs with chainsaws. Saving the world, 
right? While relaxing is great an d fun is fun, I tend to 
ignore the more important things I could be doing. 
Like helping the mother of seven next door. Or 
spending more time with family. Or teaching 
unbelievers about the Gospel. Saving the world. 
In a way, Jesus' life was one long transition, the period 
of fulfilling his role as Savior. With his power, he could 
have warped from the manger to Calvary and saved 
himself a lot of pain. But think of all he did during his 
time here, teaching, healing, raising the dead, 
establishing his church. Skip all that and the Bible 
would be a Reader's Digest Condensed Book. While I 
can't raise the dead or heal wounds--unless I've 
captured a fairy in my bottle --I can share the joy of 
salvation. 
Our lives too can be thought of as transitions. We are 
waiting f or resurrection. We should prepare for it by 

praying, reading our Bibles daily and worshiping 
with others at every opportunity. (Boy, my Jiminy 
Cricket is chirping overtime right now...) It always 
seems easier to give advice than following it yourself. 
And  that's why taking our Gospel vitamins is so 
important, especially during periods of change.  
My first trip abroad was definitely a time for those 
vitamins. I was adjusting to living in South Korea 
and teaching English for the first time, not to 
mention try ing to stomach raw octopus and 
fermented soybeans. The most difficult was being an 
ocean away from church. My pastor directed me to 
the WELS website, where I found the online sermons 
by Pastor Johnson. Well, I gorged on those like 
Koreans on kimchi. (Which  is quite tasty, by the 
way.) I was able to cope with the challenges of 
teaching. Through the words of dedicated workers 
like Pastor J., God grants all of us the fortitude to 
prepare for and overcome such life-altering changes. 
He gives us those times of transition for reflection, 
spiritual growth and opportunities to help others.  
Okay, so by writing this article, I've filled my good 
works meter for the day, right? Wait, t's only 11:30 
a.m., I can do so much more. I'll make chicken pot 
pie for my nephews and tidy up the house. I'll help 
my Japanese friend with her English. While I get 
ready to return to the land of instant noodles, 
wonderful people and mobile phone jinglies, I can 
also prepare myself and others for the biggest 
transition of all: a new life i n heaven. You too can 
take advantage of this limited -time offer! Don't wait, 
act now! 
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A Place to Start; New Beginnings for True North  

 The Dinky Dome is getting a make-over.  A 
year ago, the building was bought by Doran 
Construction who had plans to renovate  the Dome 
and put up a 11 story apartment building next door.  
Well, plans are under way.  This Spring we started 
to see a lot of construction inside the dome and in 
just a month, there will be a large hole where the 
parking lot isÉ.for a 6 story apartment  building.  

And True North is on the move.  Due to 
synod budget cuts as well as an increase in rent 
when our current lease is up, True North needs to 
move by June 30th.  Unfortunately, I canÕt tell you 
where weÕre going yet.  With the help of our Local 
Advi sory Board, weÕre in the process of figuring 
that out.  So all I can say is, ÒWeÕll keep you 
posted.Ó 

Current plans though are to have office space 
somewhere close to campus and to temporarily plan 
to worship in the PresidentÕs Room of Coffman 
Memorial Uni on on Sunday evenings during the 
school year.  WeÕre are hoping to have a closing 
service at True North before we are completely 
moved out, but there are no definite plans yet.  

Watch the website for updates! 

WWW.TRUENORTHWELS.ORG 

!  The inside of the dome is under wraps. 
"  Looking toward the parking lot and what 

used to be a dining area. 

!  SE corner - Chinese Restestaurant 
"  SW corner Ð Espresso 22 
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Attending their last  
star -studded event!  

A night of gl i tz  and  
gl amour!  

Graduating this 
year (from top 

left): Jenni 
Hielke, Jennifer 

Orth, Susan 
Pierre, Hilarie 

Johnson  

 JOE JAKUBOWSKI: 
WINS BEST DIRECTOR!  
for his efforts in organizing music 

and musicians for True North 
worship 

 

 

JENNIFER ORTH  (left) and 
BECKY RECKELBERG NAB 
COVETED SPOON AWARD!  

For being the best chefs throughout this 
past yearÕs $1 dinner events 

 
       A Red Carpet Night  
         This year, two annual events, the Thank You Banquet, to 
recognize True North members for their leadership throughout the year, 
and the Senior Banquet, to honor graduating members, were combined 
for a red-carpet-night-themed event on May 7th.  True North members 
rsvpÕed and voted for their favorites in categories such as Òbest extraÓ 
and Òbest picture.Ó The awards night was held at Pastor Johnson and 
ValÕs home which was transformed into a themed dinner event, complete 
with red carpet leading from the sidewalk into their home.  Party-goers 
dressed for the occasion wearing fancy dresses, ties, and tiaras. We 
enjoyed Christian fellowship while dining on a delicious meal prepared 
by Val.  Afterwards, Pastor Johnson MCÕed the awards ceremony, and 
trophies were presented to category winners. Overall the night was an 
enjoyable way to wrap up another school year at True North and a 
bittersweet event for graduating True North members.  

T hank you to all True North 
members that made this year a 

success, especially to Pastor 
Johnson and Val for their 

guidance and leadership!  
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Weekly  

ÉContinued from page 1  

A Spring Break to Remember 

Not only are Nikki and her husband, Lance, 
former members of True North, but NikkiÕs sister, 
Susan Pierre, was one of the TCWers in our group 
from True North. Th e rest of the group included 
Jennifer Hielke, Daniel Balm, Molly Rasmussen, 
and me.  

Our job was to canvass in the subdivisions 
around the YMCA where the Bible study was going 
to be held. We knocked on doors and handed out 
information about our beliefs and  the Bible Study, 
which was on the book of John. Most of us had 
never done this type of face-to-face canvassing 
before, and it was pretty intimidating to us before 
we started. Fortunately, most people we met were 

very friendly and were willing to take our 
brochures and listen to what we had to say. 
Although we didnÕt start any theological debates, 
we prayed the Holy Spirit would move the 
people we met to want to hear more of His Word 
from our simple invitation to a Bible study.  

One of the neatest parts of the trip was when 
we actually got to attend the Bible study that we 
had been canvassing for. Unfortunately, not as 
many people attended as we had hoped, but it 
showed us how much work evangelism takes. In 
the weeks following our trip, the Lord brought 
more people to attend the study, and there is a 
small group from the area  now meeting for a 
weekly Bible study.  

It wasnÕt all work and no play for us. We had 
one day off in which we went to Galveston, 
where Hurricane Ike hit in 2008. Much of the 
island had been destroyed by the hurricane, and 
they were still recovering - a sobering sight. 
However, the beaches were beautiful, and we had 
a good time exploring the city. Every evening we 
ate with a different family from the church. 
Everyone was extremely generous and served 
amazing food. The fellowship that we had with 
the members of Lord of Life was a wonderful part 
of the trip.  

We had a great experience. The canvassing 
taught us a lot about the challenges and successes 
of evangelism, and it was great to use our spring 
break to help out a WELS church. I will definitely 
consider going on another TCW trip, and would 
encourage anyone whoÕs interested to go on a 
TCW trip as well. The TCW trip members: (from left) Nikki Pierre Hill, 

Jennifer Hielke, Molly Rasmussen, Emilie Sieker, Susan 
Pierre, and Daniel Balm 
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                When I was asked to write an article on   
             transitions I actually laughed out loud.  

Why?  Because quite frankly my past track record during 
the major transitions periods in my life has been quite 
rocky.  At my recent wedding shower my sister said 
something to the effect of Òjust so you know sheÕs not 
good with big changes; good luck!Ó to my mother in law.  
There are many words that go along with the idea of 
transitioning; change, adjustment, moving on, moving 
forward, new people, new places, new things to do and 
see and new stuff to get used to.   

However, in my past, transitions seemed to end up 
synonymous with scary, awkward, nervous, strange, 
stressful, and did I mention, awkward?  My transitions 
thus far have been a pretty normal part of growing up: 
high school, college, moving to a new state for grad 
school, etc.  Unfortunately, my transitions have often 
resulted in a scenario sadly similar to this: move, freak 
out, call my family crying, stress out about the new stage 
of life, feel upset and angry because things are not 
ÒperfectÓ right away, start envying others situations, and 
then just when all the stress and worry gets unbearable, 
finally turn to God.  Lastly , I realize that turning things 
over to God really works with the knowledge that he is 
in fact the one leading me to where I need to be.   

One might think after the first or even second rocky 
transition I would just skip the mess in between and 
jump simply to the prayer and trust in God.  (ItÕs always 
easy to make fun of the Israelites when they repeatedly 
doubt God, until you realize t hat youÕre no different.)  
Fortunately , IÕve made enough transitions now that IÕve 
been able to reflect on them more.  IÕve finally started to 
realize that transitions and changes bring out my ÒpetÓ 
sinful thoughts about self worth.  I find myself not 
feeling Ògood enoughÓ.  Will I be a good enough 
student? Will I make a good enough friend for others to 
like me? The list can easily go on.  Thankfully God uses 
these key life transitions to teach us valuable lessons that 
that enable us to learn and grow.   

One of my favorite comfort passages is from 
Philippians where in chapter four Paul writes (from 
prison!) ÒRejoice in the Lord always.  I will say it 
again: Rejoice.  Let your gentleness be evident to all.  
The Lord is near.  Do not be anxious about anything, 
but in everything, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving presents your request to God.Ó  This 
passage speaks a lot to me regarding transitions: 
We have a great and loving Lord!  We can relax, cut 
the needless worrying and stressing and just go 
straight to the Lord to talk about it.  The reality is , I 
can never be good enough because I am sinful.  
Thankfully though I do not have to be good enough -
-- he did it for me.   

All this talk of transitions is very timely for me 
as I was married the weekend before I wrote this 
articleÑ talk ing about transitions allows those sinful 
thoughts to creep in and get between me and my 
Lord. Is there any way I can be a good enough wife?  
Will I be able to show enough respect and submit in 
the way the Lord has told me to?   However , as I 
face this exciting (and maybe even awkward at 
times) transition, I am going to challenge myself to 
bring those sinful thoughts and worries that plague 
me to the Lord, and He will help me transition 
smoothly into this new and exciting stage in  my life.  
I pray that you are able to keep near to the Lord as  
you make various  life transitions, both big and 
small, that may be upon you:  graduation? Getting a 
job? Changing apartments or roommates? The Lord 
has his plan for your laid out down to the smallest 
details. May you trust in his plan and pray for his 
guidance.  

 

 

Transitions 
by Carla Podsiad 

On Assignment  
 

In the Cities this Summer?   
Join us every Wednesday  at 6pm 

for BBQ Bible Study  
 Dinner, friends, and Bible Study at 
PastorÕs house through August 5th 

Call or e-mail for directions! 

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE  
SEPTEMBER 

Sunday, 6thÑ  
Worship Resumes 

Sunday, 13thÑ  
Outdoor Service & Picnic 

Sunday, 20thÑ  
Sunday Bible Study Resumes 

Watch the Web Calendar for Times & Locations 
and more events! 

WWW.TRUENORTHWELS.ORG 
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For a WELS Campus Ministry near you:  

Contact Karen Marshall at 414-256-3279 
or e-mail her at 

Karen.Marshall@sab.wels.net 

Or Access the church locator at 
www.wels.net  

Continued from back coverÉ 
Only God knows where weÕre headed 

anywhere?  Will I get a job?  Will I make it 
wherever there is?  Why doesnÕt God tell us? 

ItÕs because there is something more important 
than knowing an d thatÕs trusting.  A trust 
relationship with our Heavenly Father is far 
more valuable than knowledge about a 
specific part of our life.  Sure Father could tell 
you that you are going to have 2 grueling 
years of school and stress and family 
problems.  And so you knowÑ now what?  But 
itÕs the trust relationship, itÕs His power and 
leading, His compassion and carrying you that 
will get you through it.  Far better to learn to 
trust Him than knowing the entire story of 
your life before you even open the bookÑ and 
what fun would that be anyway!  So weÕre 
excited to see what God will do.  And you can 
be sure that when He letÕs us knowÑ weÕll 
pass it on to you!   

 

ÒBy faith Abraham, when called to go to a place 
he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed 
and went, even though he did not know where 
he was going.Ó  Hebrews 11:8 

Christian U 
Available Online  

Looking for an i nteresting 
personal Bible study?   

Or something to download to the iPod ?  
Check out Christian U.  

WWW.TRUENORTHWELS.OR G 

All 3 talks and materials are online.  
More topics being scheduled for this fall. Food and warmth after our Outdoor service for Jeremy Schumacher, 

Molly Rasmussen, & Peter Reese while Pastor Johnson grilled. 
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Only God knows where weÕre headed - by Pastor Joe Johnson 

And thatÕs Okay! 

I think IÕm beginning (at least a little) to 
know what Abraham may have been feeling.  
God told Abraham to go to a country he 
would show him Ñ but he didnÕt tell 
Abraham exactly where that would be!  True 
North finds itself  in a similar situation.  At 
the time of this writing I donÕt know where 
our offices will be, where we will have Bible 
studies or where and when we will have 
worship.  ItÕs hard to plan when you donÕt 
know these things.  ItÕs hard to feel in control 
when all these questions are unanswered.  
But maybe thatÕs a good thing. 

For one, God knows!  He knew where 
Abraham was headed and every rock, bush 
and hill on that journey.  He knows where 
we will be not only in fall but in 10 years 
from now and all that will f ollow after.  And 
when the day comes that we need to know 
something, you can be sure the Lord will tell 
us! 

That brings up another question.  Why 
doesnÕt God tell us ahead of timeÑ why does 
he leave us hanging?  I mean in college we 
often find ourselves won dering about where 
weÕre headed.  Where am I going to grad 
school?  Will I be accepted here or there or 

Continued on page 7  


