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When I graduated from the University of Minnesota in 
May, I thought that meant my years of learning were finally 
complete, right? God has used the months following graduation to 
show me I have many more lessons to learn- only most of these 
lessons have taken place outside of the classroom.  

There is a saying that goes, “if you want to make God 
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laugh, tell him your plans.” Over the past few 
months, God must have been laughing quite a bit; 
many of the plans I had made for my life have not 
come to fruition. But driving across the country in 
July with all of my possessions in my 1990 Toyota 
Camry, to a city where I could count the people I 
knew on a single hand, has taught me the value of 
trusting in the Lord.  Jeremiah 29:11 reminds me, 
“’For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the 
LORD, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future.’” True to his 
word, soon after my move to San Diego, CA, God 
provided me with a full-time job as a pharmacy 
technician. While I am still uncertain what career 
path God has in mind, I am growing increasingly 
more comfortable putting my future in the hands of 
one who know the way.  

As God continues to allow struggles in my 
life, He also gives me the tools to persevere. While 
challenges at work dishearten me, I remain positive 
knowing Christ has chosen me to be one of his own. 
God has led me to Ascension Lutheran Church in 
Escondido, CA, where I look forward to being 
refreshed in church on Sunday and Bible class 
during the week, where its welcoming members 
encourage me to fight the good fight of faith.  In a 
new city, physically hundreds of miles from family 
and friends, God has provided me with a support 
system of true friends and thoughtful family to give 
me wise, Christian advice when I need it most. God 
has also used many of the curve balls adulthood can 
throw, i.e. health and car insurance, car repairs, 
banking, etc, to exhibit the power of prayer.  

For most students, school is back in session, 
and while I don’t have any midterms looming, I 
have realized that learning is a life-long experience. 
As I move forward, one day at a time, I continue to 
learn more about myself, my future, and my 
relationship with my Savior as the Lord slowly but 
surely unveils it to me. Though my Five-year plan 
has undergone some changes since graduation, I 
take heart in knowing God is in control of my life no 
matter where my car may take me. While there are 
more variables than certainties in my life’s equation 
presently, I can remain joyful because “God works 
for the good of those who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose.” Romans 8:28. 

For a WELS Campus Ministry near you: 

Contact Karen Marshall at 414-256-3279 
or e-mail her at 

Karen.Marshall@sab.wels.net 

Or Access the church locator at 
www.wels.net 
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Evening Praise 
Sundays – 7pm Evening Praise 

At Coffman Memorial Union;  
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Watch for the evenings, times, & 
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New Location, New Challenges, New Opportunities 

There are a lot of changes this year at True 
North. Sunday worship is now held at 7PM, 
instead of 11 AM. We have also moved worship 
services about a half mile from Dinkytown to the 
President’s Room in Coffman Memorial Student 
Union. The implications of this change are many; 
with no permanent meeting place, we have to 
bring in everything we use each week. That means 
no hymnal racks, no drum set, no permanent 
place for rehearsals and meetings, and all food has 
to be pre-approved by the staff at Coffman. While 
these are significant challenges, we see them as an 
opportunity to be more creative and to change up 
our worship format for the better.  

 Not all the changes are hurdles to 
overcome. The location at Coffman is more central 
to campus. Both this and the new time will likely 
be more accessible to a wider array of students. 
Further, Coffman Union is more of a public 
location, so there are great opportunities to bring 
in many new faces through outreach.  

The musical situation allows our members 
to use their gifts more in worship, whether it be 
through playing piano with the hymns, 
strumming along on an acoustic guitar, leading 
singing in a small choir, or leading singing with a 

Joe Jakubowski is our 
student Worship 
Coordinator.  A music 
major who’s been doing 
a great job organizing 
the numerous musicians 
True North has been 
blessed with this year. 

wind instrument. The lack of hymnals turns into 
a blessing; by printing out all of the songs in the 
bulletins, it is easier for non-WELS people to join 
in the service without having to navigate tricky 
page turns. By leaving the doors to the 
President’s room open during worship, we are 
inviting anyone to join us, another great 
outreach tool. 

 While the transition this year comes with 
its challenges, these are actually strengths that 
will help us to spread God’s Word to more 
people and live our faith in a more public 
setting. May God bless us as we strive to use this 
new opportunity to reach more people on the 
University of Minnesota campus. 

;%."#$%-'%-."+0%6&%-5'%&$")%'8,%>')%-.$%"+45$):%%?$%

5$)$%'+%"%./0$%I(4-%-./4%4(66$)%-."-%;36%4()$%>$8-%-'%

./6%8/0$%"%N,$"-.%./0$:O%%H'%5."-%,/,%.$%,'1%%!$%<(-%./4%

8/--8$%>$$-%,'5+%>/)68&%"+,%<'4/-/'+$,%./64$8>%)/9.-%/+%

>)'+-%'>%6$P./4%")64%'+%6&%8$94:%%2.$+%.$%8''0$,%(<%"-%

6$@%")64%)"/4$,%./9.@%"+,%4"/,%'+$%5'),@%NQRBO%%;-%

5')0$,:%%;%</70$,%./6%(<%"+,%7"))/$,%./6%-.$%)$4-%'>%-.$%

5"&@%.$%$#$+%-''0%"%+"<%'+%-.$%./0$%"+,%4$$6$,%-'%

$+I'&%./64$8>%/66$+4$8&:%%%

2.$%0$&%-'%8/>$%/4%+'-%.'5%4-)'+9%&'(%")$@%')%.'5%6(7.%

&'(%")$%$#$+%7"))&/+9A/-34%5.'%&'(3)$%5/-.:%%S$4(4%7"+%

6"0$%-.$%5')4-%,$"-.%./0$%/+-'%"%I'&>(8%$J<$)/$+7$:%%!$%

,/,%/-%/+%S$)(4"8$6:%%2.$)$%.$%5"4%'+%"%,$"-.%./0$%>')%(4@%

)/9.-%(<%-'%-.$%7)'44:%%!$%7"))/$,%'()%4/+4%"+,%"88%-.$%$#/8%

"+,%9")*"9$%'>%.(6"+/-&%-."-%5$%4/6<8&%7'(8,+3-%7"))&:%%

!$%,/$,%5/-.%-.$6%'+%./4%*"70:%%C(-%5."-%,/,%.$%,'1%%!$%

-()+$,%-."-%.'))/*8$%,"&@%-."-%,$"-.@%/+-'%*$"(-&:%%?.$+%

.$%)'4$%>)'6%-.$%,$",%.$%<)'78"/6$,%#/7-')&%"+,%8/>$%

"+,%7."+9$,%-.$%4'))'5%"+,%-.$%*8'',%-'%8/9.-%"+,%8/>$:%%

F+,%.$%7"+%,'%-.$%4"6$%/+%'()%8/#$4:%%H'%T(/-%-)&/+9%-'%

,'%$#$)&-./+9%&'()4$8>%"+,%'+%&'()%'5+B%%H-'<:%%U''0%

"-%-.$%U'),%S$4(4@%<(-%&'()%")64%(<%"+,%4"&%NQ<BO%

U''0%"-%.'5%V',%5"4%5/-.%-.$%<$'<8$%'>%;4)"$8%'+%-.$/)%

'5+%,$"-.%./0$:%

!"#$%&'())*++$,&(-+./0$(-1&1*213&&4-+&5$'/-1$&(6&%(-.&

$2,7$11&'()8/11*(29&%(-&,*,2:+&/5/2,(2&+#$)&*2&+#$&

,$1$.+3&&"#$&'(7-)2&(6&1)(;$&,*,2:+&7$/<$&+#$)&,-.*20&

+#$&,/%9&5-+&*+&7$/,&+#$)&(2&+#$*.&=/%3&&"#$&'(7-)2&(6&

6*.$&,*,2:+&7$/<$&+#$)&,-.*20&+#$&2*0#+9&5-+&*+&0/<$&+#$)&

7*0#+&+(&1$$&+#$&=/%&+#$%&1#(-7,&0(3&&>(-&0/<$&%(-.&0((,&

?8*.*+&+(&+$/'#&+#$)3&&>(-&,*,2:+&;$$8&%(-.&)/22/&+(&

%(-.1$763&&>(-&0/<$&+#$)&=/+$.&+(&@-$2'#&+#$*.&+#*.1+3&&

>(-&8.(<*,$,&6(.&+#$)&*2&+#$&,$1$.+&6(.&AB&%$/.19&/2,&

+#$%&#/,%$<$.%+#*20&+#$%&2$$,$,3C%%W$.$6/".%DXYZL[Y%

%

Death Hike - Continued from page 1 



 

 

THE COMPASS October 2009 
  

True North WELS CM 

1501 University Ave. SE Suite 308 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

 

Partially funded by  

Lutheran Institutional Ministry Association 

True North gives permission to re-use our articles in additional church publications.   

E-mail Valerie Johnson at coordinator@truenorthwels.org if you would like the electronic version of these articles. 

Nonprofit org 

u.S. Postage Paid 

Minneapolis, MN 

Permit # 1606 

MY LIFE HAS
VALUE.

Is the value of human life dependent on what you can do?
Wouldn’t that be scary!  What if the value of life was set at
what you could do for the government or economy?  How
much would you be worth?  And who would decide?  Does
human life have any intrinsic value apart from human
judgment?

Whether you are in a wheel chair or deaf, rich or poor,
young or old, of any race your life is of inestimable value.
This value is there whether the government or society values
you or not.  It’s there whether your parents, family or friends
value you or not.  This value quite simply cannot be taken
away and the more this value is recognized by society,
governments and people the better it will be.  But where does
this value come from?

Jesus said, “God so loved the world.” The Bible gives
several reasons why human life has value but Jesus puts his
finger on the heart of the matter. God values every life and
that value is linked to God’s love.  In fact this love is the basis
for why Jesus told people to even love their enemies.  Try
today to look at people and see them the way God does.  Then
make some time to look into Jesus and see how this love of
God is expressed and put into action.

“Love each other as I have loved you.  Greater love has
no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.”

--Jesus

MY LIFE IS NOT
AN ACCIDENT!

Have you heard someone say that a child or a pregnancy
is unplanned?  Now we know what the term means. There was
a couple that had sex but didn’t plan for or perhaps even want
a child to come from it. The child and the pregnancy were
therefore “unplanned.” So, were you “planned” or
“unplanned”? 

Now most people would object to dividing humanity into
two camps or classes, the planned and the unplanned. The
objections would be even greater if we said the planned were
superior to the unplanned. Some would object because they
claim that all human life is intrinsically unplanned and
random. In that sense they would say that we are all
unplanned, there is no intrinsic meaning or purpose behind our
lives. But what if the longings of the human heart are true
when they point the opposite direction—that no one is
“unplanned.” That every person is planned for and known.

Nathanael was a man who was somewhat skeptical of
meeting Jesus and perhaps wisely so. What struck Nathanael
the most was when he first met Jesus he was told, “I saw you
while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called
you.” Nathanael had never met Jesus, didn’t know him and
yet Jesus knew all about Nathanael and that made the
difference. God knows each of us whether we know God or
not. And he has a plan for your life, you are here this day for a
reason. You are alive for a purpose. Explore what Jesus says
and see if he truly gives the answers that show why life
matters. And when you look in the mirror or walk around
campus don’t forget that everyone you see is a person that God
cares about and knows.

“God you created my inmost being; you knitted me
together inside my mother…All my days were written in your
book before one of them came to be.” --King David

I’M MORE THAN 
A PRETTY FACE!

Hey it’s easy to fall into the superficial. Walking to class
it is about all we see of the people around us. We pass by
hundreds everyday and observe only the outward in most of
those lives. Sometimes sad to say we make judgments based
only on the outward appearance. At other times we fill in what
the person must be like. Ever had that happen where you see a
person and then you imagine what they must be like—what a
surprise when you actually meet him or her. Only seeing the
surface is not the same as truly knowing someone.

Samuel fell into this one day as he made a judgment by
only what his eyes saw, by only how a person looked on the
outside. God corrected him immediately and said, “The Lord
does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”

Is it possible that God is the one who is seeing clearly?
Do you think that perhaps we are in the wrong when we
assign value to people simply because of the way they look?
Jesus said a lot about how we should look at other people and
if you had to characterize it with one word it would be love.
He even went so far as to tell us to love and value others not
only if they were ugly by some human standard but even if
they did ugly things. Look into Jesus and find out why your
life matters so much to God no matter what’s on the outside!

“I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven.
He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good and sends
rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.” --Jesus
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